
member monthlyTHE GREATER NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE ASSOCIATION

APRIL 2008

E X E C U T I V E
O F F I C E R S

Chairman of the Board
Ralph M. Weber

Northwestern Memorial Hospital

Secretary
Howard W. Melton, PhD

Law Offices of Howard Melton and Assoc.

Treasurer
David M. Quinnert
Ad Compensation, Inc.

Legal Counsel
David B. Ritter

Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg, LLP

President and CEO
John S. Maxson

GNMAA

625 North Michigan Avenue
Suite 401

Chicago, IL 60611
Phone: (312) 642-3570

Fax: (312) 642-3826
E-mail: gnmaa@gnmaa.com

www.gnmaa.com
www.themagnificentmile.com

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

The GNMAA Councils

The business diversity of GNMAA members is a characteristic of our

organization that we have always worked to leverage. Of our 750

members, 57 are hotels, 140 are dining, nightlife, and entertainment

venues, 156 are real estate and professional service companies,  114 are

retailers, 165 are vendors, and 118 represent a full spectrum of other

businesses, institutions, and units of government.

To assist some of our major constituents, and focus on challenges unique to their industry,

several years ago GNMAA established Councils. 

• The Luxury Marketing Council co-chaired by Catherine Elward of Tiffany & Co. and Tessa

Gillenwater of Louis Vuitton focuses on developing business partnerships among high-

end retail and hospitality businesses.

• The Commercial Properties Council co-chaired by Laura Bossert of U.S. Equities Realty

and Bob Six of Zeller Realty Group focuses on issues related to the operations of our

largest, most prestigious properties.

• The Cornerstone Council co-chaired by Stanley Nitzberg of Mid-America Real Estate

Corporation and Bob Six addresses challenges facing major property owners.

• The Hotel General Managers’ Council chaired by Doug Ridge of the Chicago Marriott

Downtown Magnificent Mile focuses on building the region’s massive hotel industry,

currently in an expanding mode in the district.

• The Retail Merchants’ Council chaired by Greg Holland of NORDSTROM Michigan

Avenue is key to building business for our wide variety of stores.

• The Emerging Leaders’ Council co-chaired by Kaisa Auge-Katz of Where Magazine,

Marisa Bryce of Bryce Accounting, Joel Morales of The James, and Angela Roman of The

Signature Room at the 95th works across all industries to identify and engage future

leaders.

These councils supplement the work of our committees in the four divisions—Planning and

Advocacy, Program, Marketing and Membership. In all, maintaining The Magnificent Mile® as a

huge economic engine for the benefit of our customers, investors, workers, and the region

takes attention to detail. GNMAA’s system of Councils addresses this challenge. On behalf of

all GNMAA members, thank you to those who are active on a Council. If you are not active,

please consider this opportunity to benefit your industry and contribute to the collective success

of our entire business and professional community.

Sincerely,

Ralph M. Weber

GNMAA Chairman of the Board

Vice President, Northwestern Memorial Hospital
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Meritage on
The Magnificent Mile

Please RSVP by Monday, April 14, 2008
Phone: (312) 642-3570   Fax: (312) 642-3826

625 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 401, Chicago, IL 60611
** Due to contract, cancellations after 4/14/08 and no shows will be billed

An International Blend of Food and Wine

Fine wines will be paired with Magnificent Mile
cuisine for this unique and exclusive tasting

Name:

Title:

Company:

Phone:

Additional Guests (Name/Title/Company):

Please Reserve _____ VIP ticket(s) at $95 each
* Limited Tickets Available

Please Reserve _____ ticket(s) at $75 each

Total Due:   $_____

**VIP Reception prior to the tasting features exclusive access
to exceptional international wines, world-renowned wine-

makers, and a fabulous gift bag.

Plus, a special opportunity to sample 1888 Port Royal
Millennium Reserve.

Thursday
April 17, 2008

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
VIP Reception

6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Tasting

Trump International
Hotel & Tower Chicago

401 North
Wabash Avenue

The Greater North Michigan Avenue Association Invites You To...

Presenting Sponsor Hosted By
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NAME: ______________________________________________    TITLE: _____________________________________________

COMPANY: __________________________________________    PHONE: ___________________________________________  

ADDRESS: __________________________________________   E-MAIL: ___________________________________________  

$6,000 The Magnificent Mile Table
Table of ten in a premium location, corporate recognition in event program and ballroom, premium gift

$3,500 Champs Elysees Table
Table of ten in a preferred location, corporate recognition in event program, event gift

$350 Ginza Tickets # of tickets

One seat in the ballroom, corporate recognition in event program, event gift

Check Enclosed Please Invoice

Call Polly Olson, Program Director at (312) 344-2320 for more details. Fax this form to (312) 642-3826.

Due to contract, cancellations after 4/18/08 and no-shows will be billed.

The Greater North Michigan Avenue Association
2008 Annual Gala

Friday, May 9, 2008 • Hilton Chicago

Rome Tokyo London Paris
The Magnificent Mile

Adventure on the Avenues

6:30 p.m. Cocktails
8:00 p.m. Dinner

9:00 p.m. Dancing and Dessert

Black Tie
Musical Entertainment by
Ken Arlen Orchestra

Presenting Sponsor
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The Magnificent Mile
Charitable Foundation Gift
Contribution Form

Gala Roulette is back! The Magnificent Mile Charitable
Foundation is seeking donations from GNMAA members to this year’s Gala

Roulette. The Annual Gala, themed as “Adventure on the Avenues,” is
scheduled on Friday, May 9th at the Hilton Chicago. 

Money raised from the proceeds will go directly to charities benefiting from
The Magnificent Mile Charitable Foundation. Please consider donating a gift

or gift certificate worth anywhere from $100.00–$1,000.00. 

Gift Description:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Retail Value (Between $100 - $1,000):  $_____________                     Expiration Date (if certificate):  _____________

Please check one of the following:

Gift Enclosed Gift Being Forwarded Cash Donation  $:  ____________
(Please deliver gift by Monday, May 5, 2008)

Name: ____________________________________________ Company: _________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________

Please return gift form by Friday, May 2nd to: The Magnificent Mile Charitable Foundation
625 N. Michigan Avenue • Suite 401 • Chicago, IL 60611 • Or fax to: (312)642-3826

If you have any questions, please call Bernadette Molina at (312) 344-2324.

The Magnificent Mile Charitable Foundation, the charitable arm of The Greater North Michigan Avenue Association, grants financial
awards to educational programs and programs to provide food and shelter for those in need around The Magnificent Mile
neighborhood. The Foundation is an Illinois Non-Profit corporation with a 501 (c) (3) tax designation, therefore you may be eligible to
receive a charitable tax deduction for your donation.

Nancy Ferris and Lori Puerschner, Hotel Relations Managers with
Citybuzz, enjoy the Hotel Cass Membership Connection.

New members Wade Sims, Chicago City Graphics; Barbara
Woods, Woods Event Management, Andrew Edeker, Pritzker
Military Library; and Haroom Rashid, Friends of DuSable; meet at
the new member breakfast.

Mike Feigenbaum, The Westin Michigan Avenue, serves
dinner at HELP, a charity that the Magnificent Mile Charitable
Foundation contributes to.
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WELCOME TO OUR

NEW MEMBERS

Escada
Luxury Boutique
Ann Wallace, Store Director
840 N. Michigan Avenue
(312) 915-0500

The Golden Triangle
Home Furnishings
Douglas Van Tress, President
330 N. Clark Street
(312) 755-1266

LAZ Parking
Parking Management
Heather Cronister, Director of
Marketing and Business
Development
350 E. Monroe Street
(312) 616-1541

Riverstone Residential (One
Superior Place)
Residential Property
Kathleen Foley, Marketing
Director
1 W. Superior Street
(312) 587-9400

Windy City Massage
Travel Massage Spa
Carter Reese,
President/Owner
4142 N. Kedvale Avenue
(773) 283-3434
www.windycitymassage.com

Woods Event Management, Inc.
Event Management
Barbara Woods,
President
(312) 629-5621
barb.woods@comcast.net
www.woodseventmgmt.com

Zamparo & Associates, P.C.
Law Firm
Roger Zamparo,
Principal
134 N. LaSalle Street, #2010
(312) 676-2929
roger@zamparo.com

Member 2 Member (M2M)

NEWS
The Four Points by Sheraton Chicago Downtown/Magnificent Mile has received
the Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. 2007 Four Points® by Sheraton
Property of the Year Award. The annual award is given to the Four Points by Sheraton
property that achieved the highest rankings in four key areas of its operations. 

KaBloom will be offering their flower design skills
to private parties at their Merchandise Mart Plaza
location. Book a party with friends and learn floral
design skills while you arrange your own floral
creation. Call (312) 329-1500 for more information.

Bloomingdale’s will be the first to introduce the Michael Aram for Waterford Collection,
featuring metal and crystal giftware, stemware, barware and bone china dinnerware in
three patterns. Bloomingdale’s will host Michael Aram for an exclusive personal
appearance and signing on Saturday, April 5, 2008, at Bloomingdale’s Home & Furniture
Store at Medinah Temple from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Westin Chicago River North is partnering with Philips and combating jet lag by creating
a “concept room” with a group of sleep doctors. The hotel-room laboratory is currently
being tested and includes Philips’ ActiViva lamps, revolutionary new blue-light lamps
that provide high-quality lighting and directly affect the way people feel, oscillating fans,
calming tea, and a guided-meditation TV program.

EVENTS
Bloomingdale’s North Michigan Avenue presents Prom Prepping Events on April 12
from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m on level 3. Receive 20% off any regular price dress purchase.
Enjoy a DJ, sips and sweets, and complimentary cosmetic makeovers while you shop.
Enter to win Bloomingdale’s “Final Cut” contest, through April 5. Create an original prom
dress design and enter the sketch for a chance to create a dress sold at Bloomingdale’s
for Prom Season 2009.

M2M EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

Send us your exclusive offers for member. We will be featuring these
offers online at www.gnmaa.com and in a new e-newsletter.

Find more exclusive offers

and events for Tulip Days at

www.themagnificentmile.com.



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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APRIL MEMBERSHIP CONNECTION
April 8, 2008

Stretch Run 

544 North LaSalle Street
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

MERITAGE ON THE MAGNIFICENT MILE
April 17, 2008

Trump International Hotel & Tower

230 North Wabash Avenue

TULIP DAYS ON THE MAGNIFICENT MILE
KICK-OFF PARTY
April 23, 2008

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Drake Hotel

140 East Walton Place
Tickets: $30.00

GNMAA GALA
May 9, 2008

6:30 p.m. — Cocktails
8:00 p.m. — Dinner
9:00 p.m. — Dancing and Dessert
Hilton Chicago 

720 South Michigan Avenue
Invitation on page five

GNMAA GOLF OUTING
June 16, 2008

Bolingbrook Golf Club

Bolingbrook, IL

MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON
June 19, 2008

11:15 a.m. — Reception
12:00 p.m. — Lunch
Hyatt Regency Chicago 

151 East Wacker Drive

GARDENS OF THE MAGNIFICENT MILE
GARDEN PARTY
June 26, 2008

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Conrad Chicago

521 North Rush Street

To RSVP, visit www.gnmaa.com 

or call (312) 642-3570
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